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Welcome to the Seventh Edition of 
Against the Wage –Labour 

“Workers Make the World Go 
Round” 

Nancy LaPlante 

The working class produces the 
surplus value for the capitalists.  In 
exchange for the worker’s labour 
power, the capitalists reap the pro-
fits and continue to exploit.  The 
lives of workers revolve around 
being able to survive 
and, therefore, in our 
global society, this 
translates into them 
selling their labour po-
wer for a pittance.  As 
the surpluses for the 
capitalists grow at ex-
ponential rates, each 
and every life on this 
earth can barely eke 
out an existence be-
cause of the forced situation where 
everyone, including children, is 
wage-slaving daily.  Workers of 
every industry and unemployed 
workers are all dispossessed.  We 
do not have choices except to 
search for wages, better wages; 
better working conditions etcetera 
as our labour powers are all com-
modities being sold in every corner.  
People fight for small demands; die 
for their jobs, only to be denied any 
power from both capitalists and 
their lackey unions.  The deep de-
sire and fight of all workers can be 
stifled by the mere challenge to 

make enough money. 

This past month 41 Mittal steel 
workers lost their lives during a 
work day when there was a metha-
ne gas explosion in Kazakhstan.  A 
few months ago Mittal steel wor-
kers in Mexico joined the Sicartsa 
workers in solidarity to strike and 
one of the Mittal workers also lost 
his life when shot by the authori-
ties.  Not only do workers lose their 
lives by slaving away their time dai-

ly but also literally lose their physi-
cal lives due to the brutal power of 
the corporations and their custo-
dians.  The CEO of Mittal Steel is, 
according to Forbes, the third ri-
chest man in the world, worth 
23,000,000,000 dollars.  He has 
stated that each family of the killed 
miners will receive $50,000 U.S.  
Words cannot describe this colos-
sal disproportion of labour pro-
ducts. 

Workers have been for a long time 
alleging that Mittal has done little to 
improve the safety and labour con-
ditions of the mines.  Mittal CEO 

Lakshmi Mittal said that the compa-
ny has invested US$ 240 million on 
modernizing the complex.  It could 
be surmised that this moderniza-
tion is for improved profit and not 
for safety.  Whatever it is invested 
for, no doubt, as capitalism never 
sways from producing more 
surplus value, this investment is to 
ultimately turn over more profits 
and certainly most likely not all 
going towards ‘safety’ or ‘working 
conditions’ of the workers – espe-
cially after the deaths of 41 miners. 

Kazakhstan’s Emergency Minister 
has indicated that the result of the 
mining tragedy was indeed the re-
sult of negligence, or in other 
words, human error where safety 
rules were not followed.  Currently 
as of September 29, 2006, there 
are thousands of steel workers pro-
testing for increased wages in Ka-
zakhstan. The steelworkers whose 
average wages are $US300 per 
month are demanding a 40% raise 
– the trade union leader has stated 
that ten years earlier they were 
producing 160,000 tonnes of steel 
per year and now they are produ-
cing 300,000 tonnes, yet receiving 
the same pay.  This is not a huge 
demand when viewing the entire 
financial disparity.   

While a significant raise in wages is 
definitely merited, the union is de-
monstrating a clear example of 
how they are stifling the true nature 
of the workers.  The union, as a 
tool within capitalism, maintains the 

Editorial 
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so-called worker struggle within the 
capitalist framework, securing the 
permission of the authorities to 
hold a strike and negotiating a 
wage that suits the needs of the 
management. The reformist ten-
dencies, including both trade unio-
nists and sectarians, attempt to en-
capsulate ‘socialism’ as a future 
utopia based on nationalist and 
bourgeoisie ideologies, which is 
forever compromising the workers’ 
abilities to take control over the 
production and distribution of the 
surplus value, and thus terminating 
the very capitalist power that ensla-
ves the majority of the world. 

In this issue there will be a variety 
of focuses around worker issues, 
capitalism and the struggles of va-
rious workers both within and outsi-
de the ‘legal’ framework of capita-
lism.  A continuation of ‘Strategy 
and Tactic’ from the previous issue, 
maintains that the strategy and tac-
tic of the anti-wage-labour move-
ment are one and the same and 
negate the reformism of making 
superficial demands which do not 
address the basis of capitalism, 
wage-slavery, and unionism.  Syn-
dicalism is not a container of anti-
capitalism of working class struggle 
rather it is a place to bury any pro-
test, and the anti-capitalism of the 
working class.  On the other hand, 
there are sectarian left ies 
(professional sectarians) that have 
nothing to do with the working 
class struggle, and are using this 

class for their own purpo-
ses.  Other articles such as the one 
about workers in Israel protesting 
and performing a direct action 
against Israel Electric, and the 
thousands of job cuts at Ford de-
monstrate both the power of the 
workers coupled with compromi-
sing unions.  These are just ex-
amples of many struggles around 
the world – they can be found from 
Iran, Argentina, United States, Ko-
rea, and elsewhere.  This issue 
also includes an interview that the 
Swedish “workplace paper” or the 
‘co-unter worker’ did with Mohsen 
Hakimi on August 2004.  Mohsen, 
a worker-activist in Iran, was arre-
sted, jailed and subsequently char-
ged in Iran for activities related to 
Mayday, 2004, and now again is 
getting charged with serious offen-
ces related to National Security 
with other workers. Mohsen’s wor-
ker activities are valuable to the 
movement around the world where 
worker organizing is most often re-
pressed.  Naser Paydar has also 
contributed an article discussing 
the national elections in Sweden, 
where the left and right bourgeoisie 
tried to gain power and where the 
unions also tried to force their 
agenda.   

Every single problem in our society 
can be traced to capitalism.  For 
every tragedy and heartbreak in 
our society, the question “WHY?” 
always surfaces.  The disconnect is 
when the answer is not deep 

enough and warrants a typical ca-
pitalist band-aid ‘solution’, rather 
than digging deeper and discove-
ring that ‘capitalism’ is the answer 
in every situation.  This is where 
we, as workers, can understand, 
organize and resist accordingly. 

As workers trying to understand the 
nature of capitalism and how it tou-
ches every grain of our life, and 
even how it corrupts and smears 
most ‘lefty’ politics with reformism 
and trade unionism, we must re-
cognize within ourselves and our 
comrades, our true nature to ‘think’, 
to ‘be’ and especially to ‘act’ outsi-
de of society’s capitalist character, 
to understand ‘socialism’ as the 
current action of workers to eman-
cipate themselves from wage-
slavery.  While immediate reforms 
are necessary and, undoubtedly, 
we have to struggle for achieving 
them, the deep solution lies within 
fighting for abolishing wage-slavery 
and its perpetuator, capitalism.  

 

Editorial 
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By: Naser Paydar 

Part 3 

All the bourgeois’ spectrums - men-
tioned in the previous part – are 
contrary to anti-capitalism and the 
abolition of wage-labour of the 
working class.  This is the only 
movement that is representing true 
Communism of the working class, 
and extends it into practice.  Here, 
strategy and tactic constitute an 
organic unity of the changing proc-
ess of actual existence, and it is 
another manifestation of unity be-
tween theory and revolutionary 
practice to replace the capitalist 
system with a society devoid of 
wage-labour, the state, classes, 
and any sort of human beings’ dis-
missal from the fate of work, pro-
duction, and lives.   

This movement starts from the 
anatomy of the capitalist society 
which is the relation of wage-
labour.  The base and foundation 
of the capitalist structure is the re-
lation of surplus-value production.  
All forms of poverty, deprivation, 
disfranchisements, etc, are the re-
sults of the reproduction of the la-
bour relation between the buying 
and selling forces. Private property 
is a phenomenon which existed 
before capitalism.  Private property 
is a mode of production, and it is 
an appropriate one that is suited to 
the capitalist system.  Any kind of 
analysis of capitalism related to 
competition, or the anarchy of pro-

duction is falling within the bour-
geois political economy and it does 
not relate to the political economy 
from a proletarian view. 

The anti-capitalist movement ex-
plains socialism as abolishing 
wage-labour.  Therefore, any sys-
tem based on wage-labour, or one 
built upon the relationship of the 
buying and selling of the labour 
force could not be called 

"socialism".  State capitalism inde-
pendent of what this state would 
call itself is not socialism.  The po-
litical super-structure of socialism is 
realized with the council organiza-
tion of the work planning, and the 
social production of the organized 
mass worker of the working class.  
And, this is going to be the direct 
intervention, conscious, effective, 
sufficient, and not with the state 
above the working class.  The 
worker council is a result of the 
revolution, not the state above the 
society.   

The establishment of socialism is 

the task of the worker masses or-
ganizing themselves against capi-
talism for abolishing the wage-
labour system.  Socialism would 
not emerge neither from the syndi-
calism movement, cult of law, nor 
the elites of the parties.   There-
fore, any party-building with some 
elites with the name of Marx and 
above the working class and out-
side of the realm of current action 
of working class is Utopia, not so-
cialism.   Socialism, contrary to 
Bolshevism is not the twin brother 
of industry and party.  The base 
and foundation of socialism is the 
anti-capitalist movement for abol-
ishing wage-slavery.  The socialist 
movement is the anti- capitalism of 
the working class which is trans-
formed into class consciousness.   

The revolutionary materialism of 
Marx, the political economy of the 
proletarian, and the critique of the 
political economy of the bourgeoi-
sie are not abstract postulates or 
an ideology statement, rather it is 
the actual critique-praxis that 
grasps the roots, the root of capital-
ism – wage-labour.   The revolu-
tionary materialism and Marxian 
critique of the political economy of 
the bourgeois only becomes tangi-
ble through the actual and current 
class struggle of the working class 
against wage-labour for abolishing 
the capitalist system.  The commu-
nistic consciousness contrary to 
Hegelian’s ‘fantasy’ has not been 
born two centuries late from the 

Anti-capitalism, unity of strategy and tactic 

”Anti-wage-labour will 
not draw a line between 

the struggle of the 
working class for their 

current demands on the 
bourgeois and, the class 

struggle of the worker 
masses for abolishing 
the capitalist system.  

Any demands for 
increasing wages must 
be a chain of the class 

war against capitalism.” 
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London library or from research of 
a human by the name of Marx.  
The source of the proletarian con-
sciousness and the role of Marx 
can only be explained as revolu-
tionary thinking of the working 
class.  

“Which, ousted from society, is 
forced into the most decided an-
tagonism to all other classes; a 
class which forms the majority of all 
members of society, and from 
which emanates the consciousness 
of the necessity of a fundamental 
revolution, the communist con-
sciousness, which may, of course, 
arise among the other classes too 
through the contemplation of situa-
tion of this class. 

(Karl Marx selected writings 2nd 
edition, 2000, David McLellan ed., 
“German Ideology”) 

The class consciousness of the 
proletariat is the conscious exis-
tence of the worker’s movement.  
Communism, revolutionary Marxian 
materialism, Marxian critique of the 
political economy of the bourgeois, 
and the entire proletarian class cri-
tique of capitalism outside the cur-
rent action of the worker’s move-
ment become the statement 
against another statement which is 
not the conscious existence of the 
working class, nor a material 
weapon in the struggle of this class 
rather a sect along with other 
sects.  This word - ‘Marxism’ - as a 
science is correct yet; one cannot 

question the essence and subjec-
tivity of class and these lessons.   
‘Marxism’ could be a science but 
the actual existence of this science 
can only be tangible in the anti-
capitalist practical movement.  
Physics is a science as well, and 
has a different function for different 
classes.  For example, the Albert 
Einstein famous formula that was 
used by the bourgeoisie against 
humanity can also be used by the 
communist proletariat for a better 
world.   

Anti-wage-labour will not draw a 
line between the struggle of the 
working class for their current de-
mands on the bourgeois and, the 
class struggle of the worker 
masses for abolishing the capitalist 
system.  Any demands for increas-
ing wages must be a chain of the 
class war against capitalism.  
When the worker masses bring 
their class indictment as the bal-
ance of labour and production 
against the bourgeoisie and its 
government with respect to their 
own class readiness for demanding 
the reduction of surplus labour, 
they are, in fact, doing this action.  
However, this action is not within 
the framework of the trade unions 
and not with the obedience of the 
cult of law, order of production, civil 
and political of capital rather by 
stepping on this order and becom-
ing a subject matter of their strug-
gle, practically, they make their pit 
against capitalism.   And, this issue 

is relevant to other current and 
daily struggles of the working class.  
Any struggle of the working class 
for better conditions, means of sub-
sistence, welfare, and social bene-
fits that is not tied to the rotten 
framework of the trade unions or 
the framework of the legality of 
capitalism rather relies on its own 
power, and its own class force is 
able to enforce its will.  Further-
more, this signifies that the working 
class, in a practical way, is building 
its own pit against capitalism.  Any 
struggle for livelihood, subsistence, 
etcetera – if it does not rely on the 
framework of the legality of capital-
ism and unionism – rather it relies 
on its own action, struggle and ex-
erting its own class, becomes an 
anti-capitalist struggle.  This is a 
manifestation of the anti-wage-
labour of the working class.  On the 
contrary, any demands of the work-
ing class still tied to the framework 
of the legality of capitalism and, the 
realization of any demands tied to 
submission of this system is re-
formist syndicalism.   

The anti-wage–labour movement 
does not restrict any other socio-
legal rights or political freedom, 
rights to strike, rights of formation 
of the current struggle of workers.  
For example, a strike is a means to 
exert the working class power 
which needs to be organized 
against capitalism.  For example, 
when referring to a strike as a legal 
right with capitalism, this is diverg-

Anti-capitalism, unity of strategy and tactic 
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ing from the direction of the anti-
capitalist struggle.  The right of its 
formation in the framework of the 
legality of capitalism is a negation 
of the working class formation 
against capitalism.  The worker 
masses must be organized against 
capitalism without any reference 
to the bourgeoisie or its govern-
ment.  The right of free election 
or voting is falling into an abyss 
of the bourgeois parliament and 
the legality of capitalism.  An al-
ternative to the right of holding 
elections or voting is the nega-
tion of parliamentarism and mak-
ing the greatest attempt for orga-
nizing anti-capitalist workers 
councils to exert our own power.   

The approach of the anti-wage-
labour movement with respect to 
the women’s movement against 
sexual discrimination is that this 
movement is not in the realm of a 
demand of democracy rather it is 
inseparable from the entirely anti-
capitalist struggle of the working 
class.  The demands of worker 
masses in this realm is not only 
‘equal wages for equal labour’ 
rather it is the greatest possible 
pressure for reducing the disen-
franchisement of women.    The 
base of this demand is tied to the 
power between the bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat.  The struggle 
for a better environment, abolishing 
child labour, against race discrimi-
nation, etcetera, is inseparable 
from the anti-capitalist struggle of 

the working class.  In every realm 
of these struggles instead of hang-
ing onto reformism in order to re-
form the legal structure of wage-
slavery, we should try to find the 
anti-wage-labour’s direction.  For 
example, the method of the strug-

gle against pollution of the environ-
ment is not to replace one kind of 
energy with another one, or one 
transportation with another one, 
rather fundamentally changing the 
programming of the production and 
work, and a radical attack against 
the nucleus of the relation of the 
surplus-value production, i.e. what 
needs to be produced or not, in 
what amount, are tied to the foun-
dation of the anti-capitalist move-
ment, and the organized anti-wage-
labour council.  With respect to the 
abolition of child labour, the anti-
wage-labour movement does not 
restrict itself to lip-service 
‘abolishing child labour’, rather it  
involves this subject matter within 

its struggle to ensure, secure, un-
conditionally for all children, and 
their means of subsistence, liveli-
hood, health, education without 
work.  In the struggle against pov-
erty, the anti-wage-labour move-
ment will not hang onto reforms as 
the mode of distribution of services 
rather it takes fundamental anti-
capitalist demands as a subject 
matter within its struggle.  

Within the same scope with re-
spect to housing, health, educa-
tion, and other forms of social wel-
fare, the anti-wage-labour move-
ment is not persuading its struggle 
within the framework of reforms 
and the legal structure of the rela-
tion of the production of surplus-
value.   Each of these demands 
and realms is considered to be an 
organic and connected struggle of 
the anti-capitalist movement for 
abolishing wage-labour.  These 
demands are a way of worker 
masses struggling against the 
wage-labour relation, and the 
struggle of imposing on the bour-
geoisie is an open field within the 
struggle of the proletariat against 
the bourgeoisies.  

This now demonstrates clearly why 
all the tactical requirements of any 
current struggle’s direction of the 
working class with respect to the 
anti-wage-labour movement are 
tied to the anti-capitalist struggle of 
the working class which is an or-
ganic one.  Here, every tactic is 
part of the entire strategy which 

Anti-capitalism, unity of strategy and tactic 
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becomes a subjective and organic connection with its 
struggle of the anti-wage-labour movement.   Marx in 
his anatomy of the capitalist system and his critique of 
every angle of this system sees the relation of wage-
labour, and had a radical, revolutionary and change-
able view about this.  Class struggle in this view com-
prising the unity of every labour dissent to any kind of 
enfranchisement, and oppression accompanied with 
dissent to the material foundation of this enfranchise-
ment and oppression.  Labour-slavery or the relation 
of buying and selling labour-force is the foundation of 
the material existence of the capitalist system. 

 Bourgeois communism does not consider the capital-
ist society as the ever increasing social relation of the 
surplus-value of production.  And for this reason, the 

daily and current struggle of the working class and the 
kind of organization of this struggle is prohibited from 
the left sectarians and syndicalism. These spectrums 
from the left sectarians to syndicalism where they see 
themselves as a leader and big brother of the working 
class everywhere are tied to reformism.  Their com-
munism is not a result of the anti-wage labour strug-
gle, nor is it a class struggle rather it is a result of a 
sect on top of the movement for seizing the political 
power for themselves under the name of communism.  
And as a result, their communism is nothing but state 
capitalism.  

The anti-wage-labour movement is the only move-
ment that is both a strategy and a tactic for abolish-
ing wage-slavery.  

Anti-capitalism, unity of strategy and tactic 

By: Naser Paydar 

On Sunday the 17th of September, the working class 
of Sweden is going to cast ballots.  This election is 
going to decide which sector of the bourgeois repre-
sentatives will exploit, exclude, and disenfranchise; 
and it will also decide according to each group’s 
agenda exactly how these representatives will imple-
ment their programs.  Of course this election will be 
more ‘free’, ‘equal’, and without the pressure of police 
or army like elsewhere.  This is only a basic transla-
tion of parliamentarism and is only a result of the 
workers’ partnership in this election.  The right wing 
coalition has already announced that they would not 
have any mercy about the means of livelihood of the 
citizens and their well-being, and they are waiting to 
get control of the government machine.  This means 
that all of the achievements of the working class will 
be buried, and that more cutbacks are on the way.  
The working class of Sweden must satisfy the same 
standard of living of the working class as in China or 
elsewhere, otherwise it would be replaced by cheap 
labour from Asia, Africa, or former Eastern Europe.  

Everything would be left in the hands of the ‘free 
market’.  This coalition also has announced that the 
employee tax and income tax will cut more in the inte-
rest of capital.  It would put an end to health care, nur-
sing homes, the education system, daycare, and all 
the things that we know as social welfare. This coali-
tion would increase the competition among the wor-
kers selling their labour force in order to decrease wa-
ges, and they would amend immigration policy allo-
wing for the importing of cheap labour.  These are the 
general lines and agendas of this right wing coalition.    

The left wing coalition has been in power for a long 
time.  During their power they have fulfilled all of the 
promises that the right wing are giving however 
‘rationally’ and without confrontation.   That is why 
they do not have any new platforms.  These issues 
are known by most of the Swedish working class, but 
the two essential questions remain; first, why the wor-
kers still to a large extent are going to cast ballots 
again?  And, if the workers give up on the election, 
which road should they take? 

The answer to the first question needs some digging 

The bourgeois election and the working movement of Sweden 
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into the outcome of social de-
mocracy, and everything about left 
reformism and trade unions.  For a 
century now these spectrums have 
had their internal disputes 
among themselves, but 
do have one thing in com-
mon and act in unity.  Mo-
reover these spectrums 
attempt to eliminate the struggle of 
the working class against capita-
lism.  The performance of this dark 
scenario was not only the act of the 
right syndicalism reformist but also 
the sectarians who were left either 
inside or outside of the political po-
wer.  The basic translation of all 
these theories, ideas, politics, and 
directions from these spectrums is 
the working class and its effort for a 
better life must be established un-
der the rules of wage-slavery.  All 
of them and the likes of each other 
infuse syndicalism and parlimenta-
rism as a ground for an enhanced 
being in this system into the brain 
of the working class.  And the wor-
king class of Sweden under these 
spectrums has not seen that life 
could be better than living under a 
capitalist sky.  These spectrums, 
even the most lefty of them, every 
four years under the name of 
‘Socialism’, ‘freedom’ are holding 
onto a hope to be elected by the 
workers that can then be joined 
with other rulers for more exploita-
tion, exclusion and disenfranchise-
ment.  Social Democracy and La-
bour Organization (LO) had tried 

for a century to operate on the 
brain of the working class dissen-
tion against capitalism and replace 
it into a mediation system and 

measurement due to the 
applicability of capital’s in-
terest.  They were injecting 
poison into the brain cells 
of the working class for 

such a long time that any improve-
ment of working class lives de-
pends on and is tied to the profita-
bility of capital.  They shamefully 
and disgracefully are giving the 
workers what the Russian state 
capitalist referred to as Commu-
nism, and they use this aversion 
against Russian state capitalism to 
submit the working class into the 
relation of wage-labour.   

The working class in Sweden un-
der pressure of the illusions made 
by the right and left reformist and 
with fear of the Russian Bloc, have 
accepted the perpetuity of capita-
lism and they have forgotten their 
real origins with respect to their li-
ving standard compared with wor-
kers in other places.  The working 
class in Sweden has forgotten that 
if they have a little better situation 
compared to other workers in Asia, 
Africa, and elsewhere, it is not be-
cause of a gift from social de-
mocracy, syndicalism movement, 
or the generosity of the Scandina-
vian bourgeois.   The working class 
in Sweden has forgotten that ha-
ving the minimum means of liveli-
hood is their remaining security.  

This security that the European 
bourgeois has implemented was a 
response to their fear of the power 
of the workers movement in Euro-
pe, their fear of repetition of what 
the Communards had done, and 
their fear of repetition of another 
October Revolution.  The working 
class in Sweden for all of these 
reasons and in spite of the accele-
rated decline of its means of liveli-
hood combined with the social wel-
fare of the last 20 years is in a wor-
se situation.  Many workers knew 
that they would not achieve 
anything from syndicalism or parlia-
mentarism.  The parliamentary 
corpse is rotten.  Even global capi-
tal for its brutal organizing has 
made bridges over these centres.  
During these years we were wit-
nesses to the many policies which 
have not come from the Swedish 
bourgeois parliament rather from 
the White House.  The Swedish 
media became an obedient branch 
of ‘Wall Street”.  This is so obvious 
that it became a joke for many 
people when they would say, ’What 
is the election for when we have an 
American government?” or, ‘What 
is the United Nations for?”  And, 
indeed, many of the workers know 
about all of these but they would 
still hang onto parliament and they 
would think that if we do not vote 
what can we do?  What can we 
do?    

The answer to this question is both 
simple and extremely difficult.  This 

The bourgeois election and the working movement of Sweden 
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simply means that this situation is 
not the end of the world.  Capita-
lism was not around for a period of 
time and it will not stay forever.  
Our power will not be restricted by 
the framework of the trade unions.  
On the contrary, our power will be 
alive again outside of this frame-
work.  The history of human beings 
was not written by invisible forces 
or blind history determinism rather 
by the class struggle.  It is not ne-
cessary that the framework of our 
means of livelihood be written by 
Reinfeldt or Persson (Swedish poli-
ticians).  This is not the determi-
nism of history that our labour pro-
ducts are in the hands of the ow-
ners of Erickson, Volvo, Ikea and in 
the end asking for some bread 
from them.  It is not destined that 
whatever we and our generation 
have produced become a god - a 
god of capital - and rule on us.  
This is simple because everything 
can be changed.  The class 
struggle is the only locomotive to 
change the actual existing reality in 
every historical situation.  We do 
not need to cross out our influential 
power by voting for the right or left 
coalition.  There is no determinism 
to push us to be in framework of 
trade unions.  We are able to orga-
nize an actual effective struggle 
against capitalism.  We must abo-
lish the notion that we will be wage-
enslaved forever.  We must get rid 
of all the old rotten and rusty direc-
tions that would not let us take a 

step.  Depending on and relaying 
on parliament and trade unions 
would put more pressure on our 
necks.  Why do the capitalists, the 
right and left coalition, the leaders 
of the LO have to make decisions 
about our lives, our means of liveli-
hood, and the fate of our labour?  
We must step out.  Instead of buil-
ding our hopes around the right 
and left coalitions’ promises, we 
must start to work on the funda-
mental anti-capitalist proclamation 
of demands.  We must all be entit-
led to a high standard of living 
including: social welfare; and the 
inalienable rights of people in 
today’s world is to have housing, a 
health care system, medication, 
daycare, nursing homes for the el-
derly and disabled, recreation, and 
they must all be of a humanistic 
standard and must be kept away 
from any and all aggressive as-
saults of government capitalism or 
capitalist.  All people who live in 
Sweden independent of being em-
ployed or not, child or youth, man 
or woman, being born in Sweden 
or not, must be entitled to all sub-
sistence possibilities; recreation, 
and human rights must be accep-
ted unconditionally, and must not 
be tied to any economic situation of 
a capitalist government under any 
circumstances.  Our class for gene-
rations has created such a wealth 
by their labour power that the 
guarantee of having such a high 
level of living is nothing compared 

to what the capitalists are extrac-
ting from our flesh and blood.  

What we have said here was ans-
wer to this question.  The important 
and difficult part is to impose these 
demands on capitalists and its go-
vernment with the new way of unity 
and organizing.  We must organize 
the councils on the rotten frame-
work of trade unions and replace 
the LO with workers councils.  This 
task certainly is not simple, but it is 
feasible.   We must start from a 
point for this job.  The process of 
proceeding with this struggle could 
start from these demands.  Instead 
of listening to Reinfeldt, instead of 
listening to Perssons’ lies, instead 
of holding hope around the left and 
right coalitions, let’s talk out these 
demands everywhere.   Let’s orga-
nize ourselves instead of watching 
how these coalitions are slaughte-
ring everything that our generation 
has achieved.  Let’s organize our-
selves against the wage-slavery 
and impose our actual power.  

The bourgeois election and the working movement of Sweden 
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Further reading  —  riff-raff.se 

Interview with Mohsen Hakimi, Ac-
tivist of the Anti-Capitalist Move-
ment of Working Class and Mem-
ber of Iranian Writers Association 
From Motarbetaren #4, August 
2004 
Swedish “workplace paper/
leaflet”, Motarbetaren (the “co-
unter worker”) has made an in-
terview with the Iranian workers’ 
activist, Mohsen Hakimi, who, 
together with six other workers, 
is called to trial on August 23rd 
and 24th because of trouble with 
the police and security forces at 
May Day this year. 
Q: While celebrating the May Day 
2004 in the city of Saqez in Iran, a 
number of workers and labour ac-
tivists were detained by police and 
security forces of Iran. You, Mr. 
Hakimi, were among the detainees. 
Would you explain the details for 
our readers? 
A: In order to hold a meeting on the 
May Day, workers of Saqez had 
formed a council which was associ-
ated with a similar council in Te-
hran. The council had announced 
that the meeting will be held in the 
center of the city at 5 pm. But be-
fore this time, the place had been 
occupied by police and security 
forces, so that when the people 
arrived there they were attacked 
and more than 30 workers includ-
ing the members of the council 
were arrested. Of course, except 
seven workers, the rest of the de-

tainees were released after 12 
hours. 
Q: Who were these seven work-
ers? 
A: They were well-known labour 
leaders in Kurdistan province and 
me who live in Tehran and had 
been invited to deliver a speech in 
the meeting. 
Q: Would you mention their 
names? 
A: Yes. They were Mohammad Ab-
dipoor, Borhan Divargar, Jalal 
Hoseini, Esmail Khodkam, Mah-
moud Salehi and Hadi Tanumand. 
Q: What was the reason of police 
and security forces for your arrest? 
A: They said the meeting was ille-
gal. Although, the workers believed 
that celebrating May Day as an in-
ternational workers day does not 
require government’s license they 
had requested the needed license. 
But the Governor’s Office, which is 
in charge of issuing licenses for 
meetings and demonstrations, had 
opposed the meeting. 
Q: How did they behave you during 
your detention and while you were 
in jail? 
A: Their behavior during our deten-
tion was scandalously offensive, 
and except the last three days the 
rest of days we were kept in indi-
vidual cells, which obviously is a 
kind of torture. 
Q: What was your reaction? 
A: Just from the time of our deten-
tion we went on a hunger strike in 
protest to the detention and their 

behavior. After ten days, we ended 
the strike by request of the people 
of Saqez as well as our families. 
Q: How long were you in jail and 
how were you released? 
A: We were kept in jail for 12 days 
and were out on very high bails: 
For example, for two of us a total of 
$ 500,000! Of course, release of us 
was partly due to the pressure of 
public opinion both inside and out-
side Iran. Some labour organiza-
tions outside Iran showed their out-
ages by writing letters to the presi-
dent of Iran and also complaint to 
ILO. 
Q: So, you are going to be tried in 
a court? 
A: Yes, we will have a trial. We 
have been accused and should 
defend ourselves in a court. 
Q: What have you been charged 
with? 
A: Well, after the first day of our 
detention they took us to Islamic 
Revolution Court, and there a 
judge accused us for participation 
in an illegal meeting for May Day, 
and-surprisingly-for siding with 
“Komala”, which is a left political 
organization in Kurdistan that has 
been in arm struggle with Islamic 
Republic of Iran for several years. 
There in the court, we denied both 
of these charges. It is noteworthy 
that in the summons which they 
have sent us recently, the first 
charge has been omitted and only 
the second one has been men-
tioned. 

Interview with Mohsen Hakimi, Activist of the Anti-Capitalist Movement  
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Q: Why? 
A: Because the first charge does 
not work for them and it can 
frighten nobody! Since no meeting 
has been held and we were all de-
tained before any meeting could be 
held, we would definitely had been 
acquitted. And this is what they do 
not want. They want to put us in 
jail, and for this the second charge 
might work. Probably, they have 
thought that this charge will frighten 
us and our lawyers.But the problem 
with this charge is that there in not 
even one document to prove it! 
Q: When is your court going to be 
held? 
A: On Aug. 23rd and 24th. 
Q: Do you have your lawyers to 
defend you in the court? 
A: Yes, we have our lawyers. In 
addition, an international organiza-
tion has accepted to defend us in 
the court? 
Q: What do you expect labour and 
human right organizations and me-
dia do for you? 
A: We expect these organizations 
and media to protest to this unjust 
trial and put pressure to such a 
court which is going to try workers 
for celebrating May Day in order to 
release all the workers uncondition-
ally. 
Q: Mr. Hakimi, you are known as 
“activist of the anti-capitalist move-
ment of working class”. Would you 
say something about this move-
ment for our readers at the end of 
this interview? 

A: Essentially, working class move-
ment is an anti-capitalist one 
whose aim is to abolish wage la-
bour. I mean it is not socialists who 
make this movement anti-capitalist. 
Rather, the movement is spontane-
ously anti-capitalist. What the so-
cialists ought to do is to organize 
this movement. By doing so, social-
ists help this spontaneous antago-
nism with capitalism to be self-
conscious. 
In contradistinction to this, the ap-
proach of the mainstream 
“socialist” movement form the time 
of First International on has been 
s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  T h e 
“socialists“-whom I prefer to call 
sectarists-have thought that their 
task is first to make workers anti-
capitalist and then to absorb them 
into their organizations and parties 
in order to help them to seize the 
power. Thus, instead of organizing 
the anti-capitalist movement of 
working class, these sectarists 
have pulled out the forerunners of 
this class from their movement and 
converted them to abstract political 
activists for defending non-
proletarian classes, and in this way 
they have deprived the movement 
from its actual leaders and activ-
ists. 
On the other side of the coin, we 
have had the syndicalists who have 
much benefited from the above ap-
proach, because by limiting the 
class struggle of working class to 
economic struggle in the context of 

accepting capitalism and leaving 
political struggle of the class to po-
litical parties they have tried-and 
are trying-to make the anti-
capitalist movement of working 
class apolitical, which is exactly 
what capitalists want and desire. 
The resultant of the above two 
trends has been a kind of dilemma 
in which we see, on the one hand, 
“anti-capitalist“ political parties and 
organizations which claim to repre-
sent the working class but do not 
have working masses with them, 
and on the other hand, working 
masses who either are not even 
organized or have been organized 
in reformist trade unions which 
have become unable even to main-
tain the level of wages in a satis-
factory situation. What I mean by 
anti-capitalist movement of working 
class is an organized movement 
against capitalism and above bour-
geois trends which while struggling 
for the daily economic demands of 
workers attempts to reach its ulti-
mate aim, that is seizing the power 
and abolishing the wage system as 
the final cause of the slavery of 
modern working class. 
Further reading  —  riff-raff.se 
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Ford has just announced that it is cutting its workforce 
by 14,000 employees and offering buyouts to up to 
75,000 employees over the coming years.  Ford is not 
ashamed to state that it must restore its profitability 
over losses due to shifts in consumer purchasing 
more fuel-efficient vehicles.  In order for this to take 
place the UAW has agreed to this.  The union bosses 
are not worried about their jobs are they?  What are 
the jobs for the workers? – they are the means to pay 
for their housing, their ability to support their families 
and themselves.  The unions and the corporations 
don’t give a rat’s ass about those affected.  There is 
no future for the union – when the rank and file work-
ers have nothing to lose there is a future where they 
must struggle and even fight back with their livelihood 
and their lives as the result of these massive layoffs – 
When there is nothing to lose then the bosses can be 
afraid. 

 

Israeli Electric Workers take action! 

Workers at the Israel Elec-
tric Corporation (IEC) have 
been on strike and commit-
ting direct action against 
the company for their elec-
tricity market reform aiming 
to privatize many sectors 
within the economy.  The 
workers stopped coal from 
being unloaded and the 

removal of ash from power stations as well as cutting 
management off from their computers, telephones 
and electrical services – in other words, severely dis-
rupting the company’s money-making activities.  This 
has resulted in hitting the revenue as no bills have 
been sent out and has even prevented lower-income 
customers from being cut off. 

If this continues and the workers shut down the coal 
stations it could possibly lead to an entire collapse of 
Israel’s power system within a few weeks.  IEC is ex-
pected to take out an injunction against the workers, 
but a spokesman for the workers stated they would 
work to rule if necessary to continue the action.   

These workers are hitting the electric company where 
it hurts and by hitting this company and all others that 
are so dependent on this industry.  It is important to 
mention that the workers in this industry can and are 
exerting their power to not only make demands but 
also have a ripple effect on the entire economy as 
electricity is a key industry around the globe.  This 
direct action is outside of the realm of the union and 
the ‘legality’ of the capitalist system.  It is within the 
realm of the workers organizing and taking up ‘arms’ 
against capitalism.  The weapons against capitalism 
are the ‘arms’ of the workers’ not wage-slaving, i.e., 
not producing.  In this case halting production within a 
key industry translates into seriously negative conse-
quences for the corporations and the multiple indus-
tries that are so dependent on this particular industry.  
One thread out of place can tear the entire blanket. 
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